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Chapter 1 

The Study of Gender

Activities

Is the End of Men Near?

Engage your students in a discussion centered around the topic of Hanna Rosin’s (2010) headline story for Chapter 1: Is the end of men a possibility? Are boys and men losing out to women and girls in ways that foretell a loss of men’s dominant positions? Are women better fitted to the world that is emerging than men are?

Only a few years ago, these questions would have seemed unthinkable, but the headline article is not the only source to pose this question. Anthropologist Melvin Konner (2015) asked a similar one. Prepare your students for this class discussion by referring them to Rosin’s article and a report in which Konner discusses his 2015 book (Hohman, 2015).
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Views of Gender across Generations

The behaviors that are allowed and even expected for men and women have changed rapidly, providing the basis for your students to examine the generational differences in views of gender. Ask your students to interview people of various ages—from preadolescents to the elderly—to compile an assortment of opinions concerning gender from a variety of ages. The questions to ask can be chosen by your students, but everyone should ask similar questions so as to have comparable information from everyone interviewed. Arrange for your students to present their information and attempt to determine if their information reveals any consistent age or generational differences.

Examining Gender Attitudes in Different Ethnic Groups

If you are fortunate enough to have students from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, you can tap their memories (and possibly have them question their families) to provide information for a class discussion of views of gender in different ethnic groups. College students tend to be acculturated to middle-American culture, so perhaps your students themselves may not have a wide diversity of gender attitudes, regardless of their ethnic background. They may, however, have memories of their childhood and family life that reflect some attitudes and behaviors more typical of different ethnic groups.

Ask your students to recall and write about how they remember their families making divisions of what is “woman’s work” and what is “a man’s job,” how men and women were treated, and the limitations on the behavior of each. Do these memories differ according to ethnic background or are the differences more strongly related to social class?

Taking the activity a step farther, ask your students from various ethnic backgrounds to question their parents (and grandparents, if possible) about their views of gender. Do the parents’ views reveal stronger gender stereotypes than the students? Do any consistent differences appear in the parents that did not among the students?

What Does It Mean to Be a Feminist?
Assign your students the task of interviewing both men and women to determine how people evaluate feminists. What makes a person a feminist? Can only women be feminists? What do people believe to be the goals of the feminist movement? How do these views fit with the descriptions of the various versions of feminism described in the text?

Who Are Those Guys?
Assign your students the task of interviewing both men and women concerning their opinion of the men’s movement. Have people heard of the men’s movement? What do they think of men’s groups? What kind of man belongs to a men’s group? What do people believe to be the goals of the men’s movement?

Looking Behind the Headlines

Students need to understand how people can be well informed yet misinformed about gender issues, and reliance on popular reports can misinform.

"Gender in the Headlines" is a repeated theme in the text because findings about gender differences are such common news items. Their prominence reveals a continuing interest in gender, but the focus is typically on gender differences. However, the headlines do not always capture the complexity of the research; reporters look for a good story, and ambiguous or contradictory information does not make for a good story. Therefore, the tendency among popular reports of research findings is to simplify research, which may lead to misleading or inaccurate portrayals.

Guide your students to look for stories about gender in newspapers, magazines, or television. Online reports may be good choices, but the report should come from a magzine-style website and not a blog. Many such reports appear weekly, so during the semester, each student should be able to find examples of the reporting about gender. The best example of a story about gender would be a news or magazine report of a research finding, because the original report would be available for comparison. Such contrasts can be very revealing. A typical contrast would reveal the popular report as simple and straightforward and the scholarly report as complex and tentative. As Carol Jacklin (1989, p. 132) said "Nonstereotypic findings and complex findings do not seem to make good copy."

However, distortions do not always occur. Do not concentrate on how the media misrepresents gender research. Instead, look for how the media report gender research, striving for the entire range of responsible to sensationalistic reporting. The impact of all types of reporting is significant because most people get their information about science from the popular press. With nothing else to go on except media reports of research findings, people cannot differentiate the responsible from the sensationalistic, so all seem equally credible.  

You might want to set aside a few minutes of class time each week for a presentation of a headline and the accompanying story plus the original research report and a careful interpretation of it.  

Reference

Jacklin, Carol Nagy. (1989). Female and male: Issues of gender. American Psychologist, 44, 127–133.

© 2017 Taylor & Francis


