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Chapter 1 

The Study of Gender

Websites and Videos

Websites

Both women’s and men’s groups have webpages that contain information about the philosophy of their various organizations. Have your students find information from a variety of these organizations and present all of them in a group format and use this information as the basis for a group discussion.  

The American Psychological Association's webpage makes a good starting place. Examine the homepages for both Divisions 35 (http://www.apa.org/about/division/div35/) and 51 (http://www.apa.org/about/division/div51.aspx) to understand the mission of these divisions, their current activities, and how to join as well as links to other sites.

Many other organizations have homepages filled with information. The National Organization for Women maintains an extensive website (www.now.org), and the National Organization of Men against Sexism (www.nomas.org) also has a good website.

The National Women’s History Project maintains a website that includes a detailed calendar of events in the women's movement at http://www.nwhp.org/events/this-month-in-womens-history/.

For those who believe that feminism is outdated because its battles have been won, reading the stories on The Everyday Sexism Project website (http://everydaysexism.com/) may change their minds. Laura Bates started this project, and the stories number of 50,000 from all over the world. A TEDx Talk features Bates talking about the origin of the project and some participants and reactions to it (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhjsRjC6B8U).  

For the brave, viewing the antifeminist webpages can be an interesting experience. (I suggest looking at these webpages to my students, just to see what’s out there and to show them these extreme views.) A Google search will yield many, but two of my “favorites” are the Fathers’ Manifesto, which is accessible by a Google search for the term “fathers’ manifesto” (I have experienced trouble in accessing the site through its web address) and Angry Harry (www.angryharry.com/). Both contain articles and opinions that are at the extreme of the antifeminist movement and express a variety of other prejudices as well.

Videos

New Data on the Rise of Women (2010) is the title of a TED Talk by Hanna Rosin, whose story “The End of Men” began this chapter. She talks about how a societal shift is occurring, not only in the United States but worldwide. See this video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZymFMmpOa0.

Philip Zimbardo: The Demise of Guys? (2011). In this TED Talk, Psychologist Philip Zimbardo echoes the headline story’s concern over problems with boys. Available from https://www.ted.com/talks/zimchallenge?language=en 

Women's Rights (2010) takes a global perspective to contrast women’s right in the United States with other countries. The program is part of a series on global issues and examines education, domestic violence, and business opportunities. (26 min.) Available from Films Media Group @ www.films.com.

Mars and Venus Today (2012) features an update 20 years after John Gray’s famous book about the sexes. The film evaluates the research evidence on some of Gray’s claims for large differences between women and men. Available from Films Media Group @ www.films.com. Also available on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFannMmnQN8. 

Michael Kimmel: On Gender — Mars, Venus, or Planet Earth? Men and Women in a New Millennium (2008) presents lectures by prominent gender researcher Michael Kimmel, who explains his view on gender, which emphasizes similarities over differences. (54 minutes) Available from Media Education Foundation, 2162 Broadway, New York, NY 10024-6621; telephone (800) 233-9910, Fax (212) 799-5309; online at www.insight-media.com. 

Also available on YouTube in six 10-minute segments: 

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-rpbihTvlY,  

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1blKeUEikY, 

Part 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fh5btOd2Sy4, 

Part 4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sptpo_8xZlw 

Part 5: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QX_BtuX1hmM 

Part 6: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpLPCHxxrsk 

A Call to Men (2010) features Tony Porter, an activist in the movement to end violence against women. He advocates for men avoiding what he calls the “man box” that leads to disrespect and violence. Available at http://www.ted.com/talks/tony_porter_a_call_to_men?language.

