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Chapter 1

The Study of Gender

Headline: “The End of Men?”
—Atlantic Monthly, July/August, 2010

Lecture Outline

A.
Hanna Rosin’s headline article detailed the increasing number of ways in which men are losing out to women. 


1.
Perhaps equality will not be the final result of changes in women’s educational, economic, and social status; it may be dominance. 


2.
This possibility contradicts those who hold the maximalist view of inevitable, large differences between the sexes; it is more consistent with the minimalist view, which holds that few underlying differences exist between men and women.  

B.
History of the Study of Sex Differences in Psychology does not extend to the earliest years of psychology, when the structuralist school ignored differences between women and men, and women were not participants in early psychology research.


1.
The Study of Individual Differences came about with the development of functionalism, which reflected the sexist views of society at that time. 


a.
Most of these psychologists were men, but functionalist psychologist Leta Stetter Hollingworth argued against the intellectual inferiority of women. 


b.
The rise of behaviorism resulted in a decrease of interest in sex differences, and the era of “womanless” psychology began during which women were not often psychologists or the subjects of psychological inquiry.


2.
Psychoanalysis and Freudian theory concentrated on sex differences, and the psychoanalytic view holds that women are inferior to men.

B.
The Development of Women’s Studies resulted from the feminist movement of the 1960s.


1.
The History of Feminist Movements dates back to the 19th century, when the first wave of feminism fought to get the right to vote for women and arose again during the 1960s, when the second wave of feminism developed into several varieties.


a.
 Liberal feminists (also called egalitarian feminists) wanted to extend women’s rights.



b.
Radical feminists focused on the oppression of women.



c.
Cultural feminists believed that women have a unique, valuable point of view. 


2.
Sex or Gender?  


a.
Researchers have used the term sex differences in studies that contrasted women and men, but some researchers have argued that the term carries implications of a biological basis for differences. 


b.
Gender is an alternative term that includes the traits and behaviors regarded by society as appropriate for men and women.  


c.
These two terms should apply to different domains, but these distinctions are not always clear.


3.
Women in Psychology increased in number with the growth of the second wave of the feminist movement, when women entered many professions in increasing numbers. 


a.
Women’s entry into psychology and other fields in large numbers changed those fields, producing more research on women and decreasing the sexist bias in research. 


b.
Female psychologists tried to found a division of the American Psychological Association for years before they succeeded with the establishment of Division 35, Psychology of Women (later changed to the Society for the Psychology of Women).


3.
The Appearance of the Men's Movement was prompted by the feminist movement.  


1.
The changes in women’s roles resulted in men examining their roles.  


2.
Some men have concluded that the Male Gender Role has burdened them, and some men became profeminist. 


3.
Other men objected to the dissolution of traditional roles and became antifeminist.  


4.
Male psychologists interested in issues concerning men’s roles succeeded in founding Division 51 of APA, the Society for the Psychological Study of Men and Masculinity, in 1995.

D.
Considering Diversity 


1.
Building a diverse and inclusive psychology has been a challenge for the women in psychology because women in psychology devoted their energy to issues of sexism rather than racism. 


2.
African American, Hispanic American, and Native American women sometimes felt that they had to choose between supporting their ethnic group or supporting women. 


3.
Beginning in the 1980s, a more inclusive psychology became a priority for feminist psychologists.
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